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Psychologic Background of Certain Propo-
nents.-As has been stated many times, it
seems almost impossible to understand the kind of
psychologic or other background of the propagan-
dists and ultra-proponents of a compulsory health
system; the more so, that the more active and
vociferous among that fold are not members of
the profession of medicine, in the practice of which
exist ample opportunities to acquire first hand and
accurate knowledge concerning the medical needs
of fellow citizens. Some of these proponents pa-
rade their cause with all the unctiousness and
intensity of crusaders, or-perhaps a more expres-
sive term would be-sanctified evangelists. They
ignore the comparatively accurate figures on rec-
ord in the vital statistic reports of the State and
Nation, whereby it is clearly proven that the
United States, under the existing voluntary system
of medical service, has the lowest morbidity and
mortality rates of any civilized nation in the world.
Instead, again and again, they quote, emphasize
and over-accentuate the unreliable data gathered
in miscellaneous survey adventures which, in the
past, have often been carried on by untrained in-
vestigators or field agents, in so-called cross-section
areas of communities. The statistical ( ?) infor-
mation that has been gathered under such condi-
tions rarely incorporates or separates the diagnoses
of physicians, who by training are in position to
give far more reliable data. Instead, as authori-
tative, are accepted the reports sent in by field
workers who have enumerated all the self-made
diagnoses of housewives and others interviewed.
Of such nature are many of the figures so fre-
quently put forward by forum speakers who have
espoused the compulsory health insurance system
dogmas. The whole thing, if it were not so tragic
as regards possible end-results through the emo-
tional enactment of pernicious legislation, would
be little less than ludicrous.

* * *

Physicians Must Awaken to the Impending
Dangers.-It is to be regretted that among
physicians, here and there, may be found a con-
siderable number who do not seem to sense the
seriousness of the proposed compulsory health
insurance legislation; both regarding its power to
lower public health standards, and also to change
the whole nature of medical practice as it is now
being carried on. It is to be hoped, therefore, that
those among us who are reluctant to believe that
such dangers are imminent, may awaken in time
to a realization of what may be impending-so that
in the battle which is now almost immediately
ahead, they may stand shoulder to shoulder with
their professional fellows and friends, to prevent
the evils a compulsory health insurance system
would bring upon California.

In this connection, it may be stated that the
California Medical Association Committee on Pub-
lic Relations will, within a short time, distribute
to members copies of an illuminating booklet
brought out by the Public Relations Bureau of the
Medical Society of the State of New York, and
entitled "On the Witness Stand." Its careful

perusal is recommended to all physicians, because
it gives accurate information on a host of questions
soon to come to the front.

In the meantime, it is suggested that component
county societies, in their meetings, give to this
important subject the attention it deserves, and
particularly to the ways and means best calculated
to protect both the people and the profession.

ON A MEETING OF THE ALAMEDA COUNTY
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION: SOME

OBSERVATIONS
An Interesting Session.-In Oakland, at the

regular meeting of the Alameda County Medical
Association, on Monday, February 19, two officers
of the California Medical Association (President
Charles A. Dukes and Secretary George H. Kress)
spoke on problems related to organized medicine,
and two members of the Board of Trustees of the
California Physicians' Service (Doctors T. Hen-
shaw Kelly and Alson R. Kilgore) gave a por-
trayal of the present status of that statewide, non-
profit medical service plan. More than five hun-
dred members of the Alameda County Medical
Association were present (almost 90 per cent of
the membership) and evinced keen interest in the
presentations, the value of which was added to
materially by the favorable progress report by
\W. Earl MVIitchell on the "Insurance Association of
Approved Hospitals," and the observations of
Dr. Daniel Crosby on his work as a district medical
director of California Physicians' Service.

It is gratifying to record so large a percentage
of attendance by members of a component county
society at a meeting where pertinent medical-eco-
nomic and medical service plans were program
topics.

* * *

Some Past Achievements.-The interest of
Alameda County Medical Society members, as so
evidenced, probably explains why they have been
pioneers in practical experiments in California,
involving attempts to solve pressing medical-
economic and associated problems. In this con-
nection, reference may first be made to the suc-
cessful efforts of Dr. 0. D. Hamlin to place in
operation, years ago, for the county hospital of
Alameda County, an "Institutions Commission,"
a plan which many observers believe to be the best
of all means of supervision of such institutions
thus far suggested and tried out; and, second, to
the work of President Charles A. Dukes of Oak-
land who, in former years as chairman of the
California Medical Association Committee on Pub-
lic Relations, did much to bring into being-
especially in hospitals which had been offenders-
the proper recognition of the professional status
of physicians specializing in laboratory technique
or radiology; and, third, mention should also be
made of the "Alameda Plan" so often referred to
in the literature, and which was designed to make
possible the giving of medical service to near-
indigents-a set-up sponsored by Dr. George G.
Reinle and coworkers; and, fourth, the more re-
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cent service of Dr. W. Earl Mitchell and his asso-
ciates should be noted in raising a fund of twenty-
five thousand dollars to establish the "Insurance
Association of Approved Hospitals," a hospitaliza-
tion service that now numbers more than thirty
thousand members. A county society that can point
to such achievements may well take pride in its
record. At some future time, the story of how
the Alameda County Society secured permanent
auditorium and library facilities from the county
authorities, through donation of the property of
the former Oakland College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, may be made the subject of another in-
teresting story.

* * *

A Recent Statement of Alameda County
Medical Society's President.-In concluding
these observations, and to show the reactions of
leaders of the Alameda County Medical Associa-
tion to some present-day trends and activities, two
paragraphs from a recent announcement by Dr.
A. A. Alexander, now president of the Alameda
County Medical Association, are worthy of perusal
and careful consideration:

It is characteristic of reformers that they never let up.
At times, it may be, they seem to relax their efforts, but
no one should be deceived thereby. Expediency of some
sort is the reason and they seek to recruit strength against
a more opportune moment when defenses are down. At
the moment we are hearing little of the National and State
campaigners for Socialized Medicine, and during this
election we are not likely to hear a great deal upon that
subject. But don't be deceived: they have not grown sympa-
thetic with Medicine, and they are not going to stop shed-
ding their crocodile tears because (sic) medical care is
beyond the reach of many good citizens. These enthusiasts
are going to offer again and again the bait of something
for nothing and later the taxpayer will learn of the costs.
Many are convinced that because life in this country is
free it should be gratuitous; and as a matter of fact what
they are getting for nothing they value at its cost to them.

Let us not assume that, in its present form, California
Physicians' Service is perfect. It is not; but it offers a
valuable service at a modest cost. To successfully sell the
Service, will involve a tremendous effort in education. We
will be asked by our patients for that education. Let us
prepare ourselves to give it intelligently. The next meeting
of your Association will be devoted largely to providing
the information we need. Come and get it. Then go in the
spirit of united, whole-hearted co6peration on our part to
put over a really workable plan for prepaid medical service.
To be sure, there will be criticisms; but if we are a unit,
constructive criticism will bear the fruit of correction.

ON VARIOUS TOPICS
Annual Conference of County Society Secre-

taries with Officers and Committeemen of the
California Medical Association.-At San Fran-
cisco, on Sunday, February 18, the fourth annual
conference of representatives of the component
county societies met in joint session and conference
with officers and committeemen of the California
Medical Association. Rarely has a group of physi-
cians in California sat through a whole day of
reports and exchanges of opinion, in which such
intense interest was shown in the topics under con-
sideration. It is not possible to record in the
OFFICIAL JOURNAL the reports submitted, the high-
lights of which will, no doubt, be brought out in the
"Pre-Convention Bulletin," to appear as a supple-

ment to the April issue of CALIFORNIA AND WEST-
ERN MEDICINE. County society secretaries who
were in attendance will carry to their respective
units the story of what they heard and learned.
The scope of the meeting may be visualized by
referring to the program printed in this issue.*

* * *

Annual Session, Coronado, May 6-9, 1940.-
The sixty-ninth annual session of the California
Medical Association will begin its informal meet-
ings on Sunday, May 5. The general plan of the
program was outlined in the November issue of
the OFFICIAL JOURNAL, on page 289. Hotel infor-
mation was given in the same number, on page 333,
and members who have in mind to attend may wish
to make reservations early with one or other of
the hotels there mentioned.
As previously stated, the time set aside for the

twelve specialty sections of the Association has
been cut down, emphasis being placed this year
on the four general sessions-one for each morn-
ing-in which topics of interest to physicians in
general practice will be given particular attention.

Excellent programs for the twelve specialty
sections also will be presented. Synopses of the
papers will appear in next month's "Pre-Conven-
tion Bulletin and Program." All members, then,
of the California Medical Association who can
arrange to be in attendance are urged to do so.

* * $

Status of Federal Health and Hospitalization
Legislation.-Present indications are that the
Wagner Health Bill will not travel far in the sec-
ond session of the present Congress. In this con-
nection, a profitable period may be spent in read-
ing the excerpts from the illuminating address by
the Honorable Edward R. Burke, Congressman
from Nebraska, which he recently made to the
members of the Chicago Medical Society and
which appear in this issue of the OFFICIAL JOUR-
NAL, on page 133. The story there revealed is in
line with other reliable information.

It is somewhat of a far-cry from Senator Wag-
ner's proposed annual health appropriation of
almost one hundred million dollars annually-or
about one billion dollars in ten years-to President
Roosevelt's hospitalization bill, briefly commented
upon on page 52 of last month's issue, and for
which an appropriation of only ten million dollars
is requested. Should that measure become a law,
the provisions for its execution are such that the
expenditure during the coming year would not be
overgreat-perhaps only a quarter 6f the entire
appropriation. In the meantime, however, the
publicity brought into play should make for care-
ful and helpful consideration of the problem' of
hospital needs. What measures a succeeding Con-
gress may bring forth, no one at the present time
is in position accurately to forecast.

* * *

National Physicians Committee for the Ex-
tension of Medical Service.-At the meeting of

* For program, see page 131.


